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Montana Dcparimeni of Natural Resources and Conservation
Water Resources Division

Water Riglits Bureau

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
For Rouhnc Actions mth Limited Knvironmental Impact

Part 1 Proposed Action Dcscnption

1 Applicant/Contact name and address Montana Anesian Water Company
405 Pederson Rd

Kalispell, Mr 59901

2 Type of action Groundwaler Application for Bcneficial Water Use Permit 76LI
30102978

3 Water source name Groundwater

4 Location affected by project NWSE Section 20, Township 28N, Range 20W, Flathead
County

5 Narrative summary of the proposed project, purpose action to be taken, and benefits

The proposed appropriation is from a groundwaler well located in ihe SENWSE Section
20, Township 28N, Range 20W Flalhead County The proposed appropnation is for I
CPS (450 GPM) up to 710 53 acre-feet (AF) per year for commercial use in a water
bottling plant fhc proposed penod of diversion and period of use is January 1-
December 31

The DNRC shall issue a water use permit if an applicant proves tlie criteria in 85-2-311
MCA are met

6 Agentieb consulted dunng preparation of the Environmental Assessment
Montana Natural Resouicc Information System (NRIS)
Montana Deparunent of Fibh, Wildlife, & Parks (DFWP)
Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
Montana Natural Hcntage Program
National Wetlands Inventory
USDA NRCS Web Soil Sur\'cy
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Uontifu Artesian waier Compafiy Sttt Location
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Part 11 Environmental Review

Environmental Impact Checklist

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

\Va 1 !• K OUANTn V. QUALITY AND DIM RIBUTION

Water auantttv - Asse'̂ s whether the somce of supply is identified as a chronically or
pef lodically dewateied stream by DFWP whethe/ thepioposed use will worsen the
ah eady dewatef cd condition
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Defenninafion No significant impact

The source of supply is groundwaicr The surlace water sources identified to be hydrauhcally
connected to the groundwater aquifer are the Flathead River and Flathead Lake which have not
been identified as chronically or penodically dewatcrcd by the Montana Department of Fish
Wildhfe, & Parks

Water auahtv - Assei>s wheihe/ the stieam is listed as water quahrsnmpaucd ot threatened by
DEQ, and whether the proposed project will ajfeci water quality

Determination No bignificant impact

The reach of the Flathead River which wili be depleted by groundwater pumping of the
Applicant's wells has not been assessed for any beneficial uses by DEQ Flathead Lake has been
assessed and is identified by DEQ as not supporting aquatic life and fully supporting agriculture
primary contact recreation and dnnking water It is not anticipated that pumping of the
Applicant s groundwater well will have any negative impacts on the water quality of the
Flathead River or flathead Lake

Groundwater - /isscss ifthe proposed project impacts ground water quality or supply
Ifthis IS a groundwater appropriation assest, ifit could impact adjacent surface water/lows

Determination No significant impact

The Applicant is proposing to divert a flow of I CFS up to 710 53 AF annually from the
groundwater aquifer A Department memo dated Januar\' 10 2011, entitled Legal Availability
of Groundwater in the Flathead Deep Aquifer states groundwaicr levels in the Deep Aquifer arc
effectively controlled by the Flathead River and Flathead Lake and a new groundwater use will
not alter the regional gradient and thus the aquifer flux New groundwater use will reduce
discharge from the aquifer to the Flathead River and Flathead Lake in the amount equivalent to
the consumptive use of the proposed diversion (600 33 AF per annum) Based on this memo, the
Department analyzes physical and legal availability in the Flathead River and Flathead Lake in
order to detennine availability of water

Div tCHSiOiV WORKS - Asseis whether the means ofdiversion, construction and operation ofthe
appropriation works ofthe proposed project will impact any ofthefollowing channel impacts
flow modipcations harriers, ripa/ian areas dams, well construction

Determination No significant impatl

The means of diversion (well) has already been constructed Since this is a groundwater
appropriation, there will be no channel impacts, flow modifications bamers dams, or npanan
impacts to the Flathead River or Flathead Lake

llMQUt', FNPANCFRf D. FRAGILE OR LIMII KD ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCFS

Endancered and threatened species - ^ whethei the proposedpr oject will impact any
threatened or endangeredfish wildlife plants or aquatic species or anv species of special
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concern " or cteaic a banter to the mig/anon or nioxcnwm offish ot wildlife Fot gioumlwatei
asses s whether the proposed project including impacts on adjacent suifaceflow s uould impact
anv thieafened or endanf^eiedspecici oi species of special concern

Detcnnination No significani impact

The Momana Natural Heniage Program identified a list of 11 animal species of concern within
the township and range that the project is in Of this list, the Canada Lynx, Grizzly Bear and
Bull Trout are listed as threatened by the US Fish & Wildlife Service Seven plant species of
bptcial concern were identified by the Montana Natural Hentage Program to potentially be in ihe
project area None of the plant species are identified as endangered or threatened by the US Fish
<SL Wildlife Semce This project is located in a well-developed residential portion of the
Flathead valleyand it is not dniicipaied that any of the sptcies of concern will be impacted by the
proposed project

Long-billed
Curlew

Wolverine Hoar>' Dai Canada Lyn\ Great Gray
Owl

fisher

Weslslope
CuKhroat Trout

Gnz/ly Bear Great Blue

Htron

Bull Troul Pygmy
Whnefish

Pygmy Woier-
hly

Flatlcaf

Bladderwort

Walcr Star-

grass

Water Bulrush Tufted Club-

rush

Columbia

Waier-mcal

Scorpidium
moss

Wctlaud\ - Comult and asi>ess whethet the apparent wetlandis afunctional wetland(according
to COE definitions) and whethei the wetland tesowce would he impacted

Detennination No significant impact

There is one wetland identified within the projectarea The wetland appears to be formed by an
old side channel of the Flathead River The map piovided by the Applicant shows that the water
bottling plant will be constnicted to the west of the wetland, it does not appear from the map that
the wetland will be impacted by the construction of the access road or water bottlingplant Well
water used in the geothermal heating process will be discharged into the wetland according to
information provided in the application The DNRC cannot take responsibility for analysis of
any impacts the discharge may have, a dischaige permit from DEQ will be required

Ponds - Fot ponds consult and asses'! whether e,xisting wildlife, wate/fowl ot fisheries
resoutces would be impacted

Determination No significant impact

There were no ponds identified within the project area

GeoloCV/Soil quality, STABILI 1V AND MOISTURE - Asscss whether there will hedegtadation
of soil quality, alteration ofsoil stability or moisture content Assess whethei the soils arc
heaw in salts that could cause saline seep

Determination No significant impact
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This proposed bcneficial use of ihis application is. commerctal use in a water bottling plant
Water used under the commercial use will noi be applied to the ground therefore ii is not
anticipated that the proposed use will have an impact on (he soil quality stability or moisture
content

VFGFTATION cover. OUA.NTITV and QUALII V/N0\I0US WEKDS impaCtK to eMSftng
vegetative covef Aisess whether theptopo'tedproject would /esult in the establishment or
spread ofnoxious weeds

Detetmination No significant impact

Issuance of a water use pennit should not have an impact on existing vegetative cover and it is
not anticipated that issuance of a water use permit will coninbute to the spread of noxious weeds
in the project area Noxious weed prevention will be the responsibility of the landowner

Air OUaLI rv - 4ssess whethei thefe will he a dele/ loration ofait quality oi advet se effects on
vegetation due to increased ait pollutants

Determination No significant impact

There will be no impact to air quality associated with issuance of a water use permit

Historical and aRCHKOLOGICaL sites -//vycsy whether there will he degradation ofunique
atcheological oi historical sites in the vicinity ofthe proposed project ifit is on State or Federal
Lands Ifit is not on State or Federal Lands simply state NA-project not located on State or
Federal Lands

Determination N/A- Project not located on State or Federal Lands

Demands o.n environmental resourcfs of land, water, and vnfrgv - anvother
impacts on environmental resources of land water and cnergy> not already addressed

Determination No other potential impacts have been identified

HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

Locally adopted environmeni al plans and coals -/fyycss whether the proposedproject
IS inconsistent with any locally adopted environmental plans and goals

Determination No known environmental plans or goals will be impacted by this project

Access ro and oualitv of recrfafional and wilderness activities - whether the

proposed project will impact access to or the quality ofrecreational and wilderness activities

Determination No access or recreational activities will be significantly impacted by this project
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Huma.n HEALrn - /Isic'ss \iheilier the proposed project impacts on human health

Determination This proposed project will hove no significani impact on human health

Priva TK PROPKRTV - Assess whether theic a/e any government le^datoiy impacts on pnvate
ptopeily lights
Yes No X Ifves analyze anv alteniatives considered that could reduce minimize, or
eliminate the regulation ojpnvate propei ty rights

Detennination No regulatory impacts are known

Other HUMAiN I-NVIRONMENTal issuks - Foi Ioutme actions oflimited envn onmental impact
thefollowing may be addressed in a checklistfashion

Impacts on
(a) Cultural uniqueness anddixersitv^ No significant impacts idcniified

(b) Local and state tax base and tax levenues ^ No significant impacts identified

(c) Extstinv land uses'^ No significant impacts identified

(d) Ouantit\ and distnhution ofemployment'^ No significant impacts identified

(e) Distnbution and density ofpopulation and housing ^ No significant impacts identified

(0 Demands for noveinment scn'ices^ No significant impacts identified

(g) Industf lal and commercial acfivir\ ^ No significant impacts identified

(h) Utilities ^ No significant impacts identified

(i) Tiansportation^ Development of a water bottling plant will increase local trucking traffic
in the surrounding area due to shipping o! the product It is unknown what impact the
increased trucking traffic could have on roads and transportation in the area

(j) Safety^ No significant impacts identified

(k) Other appfopnata social and economic cncumstances'^ No significant impacts identified

2 Secondary and cumulative impacts on the physical environment and human
population

Secondary Impacts No significant impacts identified

Cumulaiivc Impacts No significant impacts identified

3 Describe any mitifiation/stipulation measures • None
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Description and analysis ofreasonable alternatives to the proposed action, including
the no action alternative, ifan alternative is reasonably available and prudent to
consider

The only aliemaiivc to the proposed action would be the no action altemative The no
action alternative would not pennit the Applicant to divert water for commercial
purposes

PART III Conclusion

1 Preferred Alternative
Issue a water use permil if the Applicant proves the cntena in 85-2-311 MCA are
met

2 Comments and Responses
None

3 Finding
Yes No X Based on rhe significance ci iici la e\'alua(e<l in this LA /? an CIS
teqinicd^

Ifan EIS IS not rcqtiued, explain why the EA is the appiopriaie le\'el ofanalysis for this
proposed action

No significant impficts related to the proposed project have been identified

Name ofpet 'ion('i) responsiblefor preparation ofEA

Name Nathaniel T Ward

Tide Water Resource Specialist
Date January 7 2016
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