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Washington mayor resigns
amid bottled-water dispute

WAITSBURG, Wash.
(AP) — The mayor
of the tiny southeast
Washington town of
Waitsburg has resigned
amid questions about a
potential water-bottling
plant eyed by the Swiss
multinational company
Nestle.

Walt Gobel said he
had the city’s interest
and economic develop-
ment in mind when he
and the city administra-
tor met confidentially
with Nestle Waters North
America earlier this
year. :

The company has been
eyeing the town of 1,200
people, north of Walla
Walla, for its clear spring
water and as a possible
_ site for a new $50 million

bottling facility in the
Pacific Northwest.

" But some City
Council members bris-
tled when they learned
that the two city offi-
cials had met with
Nestle several times
since February without
their knowledge, the
Union Bulletin reported.
They were also shocked
that Nestle contractors
had also been scoping
out the city’s springs
to determine whether a
project was feasible.

At its July 20 meeting
the City Council ordered

Nestle Waters to stop all

exploratory work in the
watershed until it eval-
uated the corporation’s
interest. The Council did
not outright dismiss a
partnership with Nestle
and negotiations are like-
ly to continue, the news-
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paper reported.

Following that meet-
ing some demonstrators
called for the mayor to
resign.

Nestle Waters said
in an emailed state-
ment Wednesday that it
was surprised by these
latest events but that
“we respect the City of
Waitsburg’s wishes to
consider this opportunity
as a community and do
not want to be a distrac-
tion.” -

In May, voters in Hood

River County, Oregon,
imposed a ban on com-
mercial water bottling,
blocking a plan in which
Nestle would have built
a water-bottling plant in
Cascade Locks.

Those who supported
the ballot measure wor-
ried about water scarcity
and losing the communi-
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ty’s character. Town offi-
cials wanted the project
for the economic boost

it could bring to finan-
cially struggling Cascade
Locks.

In his resignation let-
ter Tuesday, Gobel said
Nestle Waters initially
asked him and City
Administrator Randy
Hinchliffe for confiden-
tiality as they explored
whether Waitsburg
would be a good fit for a
bottling plant.

He said they brought
the issue to the City
Council after refusing a
second request by Nestle
Waters for continued
confidentiality because
of “our concern of the
appearance of secrecy.”

Nestle Waters said a
potential facility would
provide about 50 jobs and
water for its Arrowhead
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“It’s our obligation to to
follow leads, and until we
get those facts how can ap|

you make an informed
decision?”

second annual exhibit and sale: A Timeless

T he Hockaday Museum of Art announces its

Legacy — Women Atrtists of Glacier National
Park, which opens Aug. 13, and runs through Sept. 10.
The excitement generated from last year’s A Time-
less Legacy show prompted the museum to make
the exhibition an annual event, expanding participa-
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none of the work on display has been seen before
this is a world premiere of these works.

All art in this exhibit will be for sale. The muse
is hosting two special sale events: a Friday night
preview for the sponsors on Aug. 12, and a “luck
the-draw” sale on Saturday, Aug. 13, that is oper
the public. The cost to attend Saturday’s sale ev



